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upon Huntington’s example in the coming
days.

——————

CONGRESSIONAL COMMENDATION
COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
DEACON HORACE A. McKNIGHT,
II

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 25, 2011

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this
communication is forwarded with great love,
respect and admiration on behalf of the con-
stituents of the Third Congressional District of
Florida and myself as we pay tribute to the life
of Deacon Horace A. McKnight, II.

We are all deeply saddened by the loss of
this most loved and admired gentleman, who,
by his sheer determination served his country,
his community, his church and most proudly,
his family, immediate and extended. Mr.
McKnight, a World War Il Veteran served val-
iantly for an ideal, a place in his heart that
would be a testament to one’s ability to rise
above the mediocre and the perceived notions
of others, in order to serve the common good
for all. His was a selfless and true act of patri-
otism and love of country and he perhaps
knew that with such service, the lives of his
flintly and his felloe countrymen would be
made better. He was right, and his act of serv-
ice at that time in our history and his dedica-
tion, helped shape the social direction of an
entire nation and paved the way for all he was
to accomplish and did, for many to benefit
from.

Horace McKnight, husband to his beloved
childhood sweetheart Delia of forty-seven
years, father, brother, uncle, grandfather, great
grandfather, friend, church and community
leader and entrepreneur, was and shall always
be our example of a leader and caring man,
deserving of all the accolades and acknowl-
edgements received and most deserved. This
quiet, calm, confident gentleman and “Chief
Deacon”, was a giant among men who saw a
job and just got it done, without fanfare or ap-
plause. It is this manner of applause, great re-
spect and love we now bestow upon our dear
Horace. And in so doing, we say thank you for
all you have done, for all you stand for and
most assuredly, for all that you have meant to
so many of us. We are eternally grateful for
having known, loved and respected Horace
McKnight, and are blessed for, and by, his
manner of life, living and giving. A true gen-
tleman was he. God Bless each one, and may
the memory of Deacon Horace A. McKnight
remain with you always.
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Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my good friend Hal David on the occa-
sion of his 90th birthday. Hal is being honored
by his many colleagues, family and friends for
his ability to touch the lives of others through
the art of songwriting.

Hal is a first-generation American, born in
Brooklyn to immigrant parents. One of his ear-
liest ventures in using his musical talents to
help others occurred when he served in the
U.S. Army Entertainment Section during World
War II, along with his colleagues Carl Reiner
and Werner Klemperer. Four years after the
conclusion of the war, Hal—along with Don
Rodney—co-wrote his first hit record, “The
Four Winds and the Seven Seas” recorded by
Vic Damone. Hal continued to write hits, in-
cluding “Bell Bottom Blues” for Teresa Brew-
er, “Brokenhearted Melody” for Sarah
Vaughan and “Johnny Get Angry” for Joanie
Sommers.

Hal then began his legendary collaboration
with composer Burt Bacharach. The two com-
prised one of the best-known songwriting
teams of the 50’s and 60’s. The incredibly pro-
lific duo Hal and Burt wrote four songs that
were nominated for Academy Awards, with
“Raindrops” from the 1969 film Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid winning the Oscar for
“Best Song.” The two also co-wrote the score
for the hit 1968 Broadway musical Promises,
Promises, for which the original cast recording
won a Grammy Award. The show was revived
last year with Hal’s original lyrics.

In addition to his career as a lyricist, Hal
also served as President of the American So-
ciety of Composers, Authors and Publishers. |
was fortunate enough to meet and work with
him during these years. Hal's devotion to his
art was apparent as he led the battle against
source licensing efforts and today he con-
tinues to serve on ASCAP’s Board of Direc-
tors.

Hal also spent ten years as the Chairman
and CEO of the Songwriters Hall of Fame.
During his tenure, the Songwriters Hall of
Fame established an important digital pres-
ence and launched a gallery at the Grammy
Museum in Los Angeles.

As a result of his professional accomplish-
ments, Hal has been inducted into both the
Songwriters Hall of Fame and the Nashville
Songwriters Hall of Fame. He has also re-
ceived the prestigious Songwriters Hall of
Fame Towering Song Award and its Johnny
Mercer Award. Hal has also been honored
with The Recording Academy’s Grammy
Trustees Award and the British Performing
Rights Society’s lvor Novello Award, becoming
the first American citizen ever to receive that
award. He is also listed as a “Distinguished
Patron of the Arts” at the Los Angeles Music
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Center and serves as a member of the Board
of Governors at Cedars Sinai Medical Center.

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, |
ask that you join me in thanking Hal for the joy
his music has brought to our lives, and in
wishing him a happy birthday and many happy
returns.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
WILLIAM R. TRACY ON HIS PRO-
MOTION TO THE RANK OF COLO-
NEL IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a great American and constituent of llli-
nois’ 3rd Congressional District, Lieutenant
Colonel William R. Tracy. On July 29th, 2011,
he will be promoted to the rank of Colonel in
the United States Air Force. William Tracy’s
talent and commitment were obvious 25 years
ago when he received his appointment to the
United States Air Force Academy from my fa-
ther, Representative William O. Lipinski. | am
privileged today to recognize Lt. Col. Tracy for
his exemplary service to our country.

Upon his graduation from the United States
Air Force Academy in 1990 as a Second Lieu-
tenant, Lt. Col. Tracy served for three years
as a maintenance officer at Luke Air Force
Base in Arizona. After his completion of flight
training to become an F-15C Eagle Pilot, Lt.
Col. Tracy served at Tyndall Air Force Base.
Over the past 17 years he has accumulated
more than 2,000 flying hours, including partici-
pation in no-fly missions over both northern
and southern Irag. While taking part in these
no-fly missions, Lt. Col. Tracy was awarded a
Purple Heart for injuries sustained when an in-
surgent’'s bomb exploded near him in Saudi
Arabia.

Lt. Col. Tracy graduated in the top ten per-
cent of his class at the Air Force Staff and
Command Academy, demonstrating his intel-
lect and work ethic, and received his pro-
motion to Lieutenant Colonel upon graduation
from the Air Force War College. Due to his ex-
cellent leadership qualities, the Air Force
placed Lt. Col. Tracy as commanding officer of
a Test and Evaluation Squadron at Nellis Air
Force Base, where he currently serves today.

| would like to recognize the dedication,
skill, and valor Lt. Col. Tracy has displayed
throughout his career in the United States Air
Force. We are all thankful for his service and
the sacrifices he has made during his lifetime
of service to the United States. | congratulate
Lt. Col. William R. Tracy on his promotion and
I will continue to follow his career closely as
he continues to be an asset to our armed
services.
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